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Known inflammatory/
autoimmune condition

Contact lens use Recent ocular surgery Trauma

Differential diagnosis and key features of the acute unilateral red eye

Sub-conjunctival

Painless, very red eye

formation)

haemorrhage gg/r?ge?:;/e
Conjunctivitis If h
ou have

e Bacterial Discomfort, purulent discharge ooyncerns
e Allergic Discomfort, itchy, watery discharge,

mildly red eye ggr?cue?:;/ °
e Viral (eg adenovirus) Discomfort, watery discharge (can have If vou have

reduced vision and pseudomembrane @ Coyncems

autoimmune

Uveitis Moderate pain, photophobia, vision
reduced, may have known autoimmune @ @ -5- DA Within 24 hours
Post operative Severe pain, photophobia, vision
endophthalmitis reduced @ 2O _é_ e Immediately
Keratitis — bacterial/ Moderate — severe pain, vision reduced,
fungal/herpetic photophobia, corneal infiltrate, purulent @ @ -6- Within 24 hours
discharge, stains with fluoroscein o
Scleritis Severe pain, vision reduced, very
red “brawny” eye, may have known @ > DX Within 24 hours

Acute glaucoma

Severe pain, loss of vison, fixed

chemical burn, blunt, penetrating

mid-dilated pupil @ D Immediately
Trauma History of trauma including superficial
foreign body, intraocular foreign body, @ @ Immediately
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* List these in the referral letter

Disclaimer: This guide does not provide medical advice. It is intended for educational purposes only. It is not a substitute for professional
medical advice, diagnosis or treatment.
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